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Claim Amendments: 
Claim 1 (Cancelled). 

Claim 2 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 41, wherein at least one of the surfaces forming an inner surface of the channel 
is hydrophilized. 

Claim 3 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 2, wherein the exposed surface opposite to the notch is hydrophilized. 

Claim 4 (Cancelled). 

Claim 5 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 2 wherein a layer of oxidized aluminium is used for the hydrophilization. 

Claim 6 (Cancelled). 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 41, wherein the detection clement is a filter for particulate sample components. 

. Claim 8 (Currently amended): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 41 , wherein the channel is at least partially formed by the carrier, an in e rt the 
cover and the detection element wherein the cover and detection element arc located 
on th e sid e of th e chann e l that - fe opposit e to th e carri e r -an4 are arranged adjacent to 
one another in such a way that the cover is located on the side lacing the sample 
application opening. 

Claim 9 (Cancelled): 

Claim J 0 (Currently amended): The analytical test element as claimed in claim 9 
8, wherein a flexible inert foil is mounted on the side of the cover that faces the 
channel which extends over the entire length of the cover, covers the entire width of 
the capillary channel and is at least partially enclosed between the opposing surfaces 
of the cover and detection element so that the capillary liquid transport does not break 
down at the site of contact between the detection element and cover. 

Claims 11-12 (Cancelled). 
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Claim 13 (Currently amended): of detecting the presence of an 

analvte in a liquid with an analytical test element as claimed in claim 41 *e^a 
det e rmination of oiKwalyto In a liquid , wherein 

the test clement is contacted with the liquid sample at the edge of the sample 
application opening, which is interrupted by the notch so that the sample is 
transported by capillary forces into the channel and wets and penetrates the surface of 
the detection element specific for the detection of the analytc that faces the channel, 
and 

the liquid sample in the detection element is observed to determine whether 
optical changes in the detection element exist, wherein the changes relate to a 
presence of the analyte in the liquid sample, 

Claims 14-15 (Cancelled). 

Claim 1 6 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in claim 
2, wherein the hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophitic material. 

Claim 1 7 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in claim 
2, wherein the hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer. 

Claims 18-19 (Cancelled). 

Claim 20 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in 

claim 4 1 ? wherein an intermediate layer is present between the carrier and detection 
element. 

Claim 21 (Cancelled). 

Claim 22 (Previously presented): The analytical test element as claimed in claim 
20, wherein the intermediate layer is formed to bond the carrier and detection 
element. 

Claim 23 (Currently amended): The analytical test element as claimed in claim 
22, furth e r ■ comprising a cov e r and wherein the intermediate layer is formed to bond 
the cover and the carrier. 

Claim 24 (Cancelled). 



PAGE 5f16* RCVD AT 8/m005 1:22:51 PM pastern DayBghlTimel* SVR:USPT(«FXRf124*DNIS:27»300 * CSID:2197644070 * DURATION (mn«s):0442 



08/02/2085 12:21 2197644070 



LAW OFFICE J WODDBUR 



PAGE 



Claim 25 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 43, wherein at 

least one of the surfaces forming the channel is hydrophilized. 

Claim 26 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic material 

Claim 27 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 25, wherein the 
hydrophilization is achieved by a hydrophilic layer 

Claim 28 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 27, wherein a layer of 
oxidized aluminium is used for the hydrophilization. 

Claim 29 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 43, wherein the 

surface opposite to the notch is hydrophilized. 

Claim 30 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 43, further 

comprising an inert cover cooperating with the carrier and the detection element to 
define at least a portion of the channel 

Claim 3 1 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the cover 
and the detection element are located on the side of the channel that is opposite the 
carrier. 

Claim 32 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the cover 
and detection element are arranged adjacent to one another so that the cover is 
positioned on the side facing the sample application opening. 

Claim 33 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 30, wherein the detection 
element and the cover abut each other. 
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Claim 34 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 30, farther comprising a 
flexible inert foil mounted on the cover and feeing the channel. 

Claim 35 (Previously presented): The apparatus of claim 34, wherein the foil 
covers the entire width of the channel and is at least partially enclosed between the 
opposing surfaces of the cover and the detection element. 

Claim 36 (Cancelled). 

Claim 37 (Previously presented): The method of claim 45, further comprising the 
steps of providing at least one reagent in the detection element and conducting an 
analyte-specific detection reaction with the at least one reagent. 

Claim 38 (Previously presented): The method of claim 37 ? wherein the observing 
step includes visual observation. 

Claim 39 (Previously presented): The method of claim 37, wherein the observing 
step includes optical observation. 

Claim 40 (Previously presented): The method of claim 37, wherein the observing 
step includes the step of conducting a reflection photometric measurement. 

Claim 41 (Currently amended): Analytical test element comprising: 
an inert cover, 

a an inert carrier having a first surface;, 

a detection element being formed to permit liquid penetration therein and 
including at least one reagent contained in the detection element, the detection 
element including a second surface facing the first surface, and 

a capillary channel e xtending b e tw ee n th e first and second - surfaces, the 
channel including a sample opening and a vent opening and extends in a direction of 
capillary transport from the sample opening to at least an edge of the detection 
element that is nearest to the vent opening, wherein the capillary channel is formed by 
the inert carrier the detection element and the inert coven the cover and the detection 
element being mounted end to end in such a way that the capillary channel extends 
without interruption from the sample application opening to the vent opening and a 
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notch is positioned at an edge of the test element forming the sample opening so that a 
surface opposite to the notch is exposed. 

Claim 42 (Previously presented): The test element of claim 4 1 further comprising 
a cover defining a portion of the channel and wherein the detection element and the 
sample application opening are non-contiguous. 

Claim 43 (Currently amended): An analytical test apparatus comprising: 
an inert cover- 

a an inert carrier having a first surface, and 

a detection element being formed to permit liquid penetration therein and 
including at least one reagent contained in the detection element, the detection 
element having a second surface facing the first surface and coop e rating with tho first 
s urfac e to form at least part of a - eapillary chann e l e xten d+ft g - betw e en th e first and 



extends in a direction of capillary transport from the sample opening to at least an 
edge of the detection element that is nearest to the vent opening, wherein the capillary 
channel is formed bv the inert carrier, the detection element, and the inert cover, the 
cover and the detection element being mounted end to end in such a way that the 
capillary channel extends without interruption from the sample application opening to 
the vent opening and a notch is positioned at an edge of the test element fo rming the 
sample opening so that one side of the edge is discontinuous. 

Claim 44 (Previously presented): The test element of claim 43 further comprising 
a cov*r defining a portion of the channel and wherein the detection element and the 
sample application opening are non-contiguous. 

Claim 45 (Currently amended): A method for determining an analyte in a liquid 
sample, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing an analytical test element including a an inert cover, an inert carrier 
having a first surface, a detection element being formed to permit liquid penetration 
therein and including at least one reagent contained in the detection element, the 
detection clement including a second surface facing the first surface, and a capillary 
chaTmel extending botwoon tho firjt and second curfacGg, tho channel including a 




;, the channel including a sample opening and a vent opening and 
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sample opening and a vent opening and extends in a direction of capillary transport 
from the sample opening to at least an edge of the detection element that is nearest to 
the vent opening, wherein the capillary channel is formed by the inert carrier, the 
detection element and the inert cover, the cover and the detection element being 
mounted end to end in such a wav that the cap illary channel extends without 
interruption from the sample application onening to the vent opening and a notch is 
positioned at an edge of the test element forming the sample opening so that a surface 
opposite to the notch is exposed, 

contacting the test element with the liquid sample at the notch so that the 
liquid sample is transported by capillary forces into the channel, and 

observing the liquid sample in the detection element to determine whether 
optical changes in the detection element exist following contact with the liquid 
sample, wherein the changes relate to a presence of the analyte in the liquid sample. 
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